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DISCOURSE. 


And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to 
the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord which 
is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, 
your wives and your houses.—JVehemiah, 1v. 14. 


For several years past, the Militia of our country 
has been falling into disrepute. Many regard it, not 
only as unworthy of support, but as an evil which should 
be strenuously resisted. So strong is this opposition, 
that to perform military duty, even in obedience to the 
laws of the land, is thought derogatory. This feeling 
seems to be gaining strength and extending itself. ‘The 
late warlike movements in our country have given it 
impetus, and roused to action those by whom it is 
encouraged. 

These circumstances have appeared to mark out with 
so much distinctness a subject for this occasion, that I 
dare not venture on the selection of any other, how- 
ever much more congenial to my own feelings one less 
exciting and less liable to provoke controversy might 
be. The Company by whose invitation I stand here 
this day, is the oldest military association of this Com- 
monwealth ; and it may be regarded, not only as the 
parent of the militia, but as its guardian and represen- 
tative. How then, when the militia is thus assailed, 
and its importance so imperfectly understood, could I 
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discharge my duty, without advocating its claims, and 
seeking to remove these unfounded prejudices ? Doubt- 
less you have all assembled with the expectation of 
listening to a discourse touching this subject ; and were 
I to disappoint you, I could not hope for a patient and 
candid hearing, I will therefore, commence by asking 
— What are the claims of the militia 2 ; 

To answer this question, we must consider, first, 
that there can be no society without government. No 
sooner had God created man, than he gave him a law, 
pointing out his duty and prohibiting wrong. Law 
lays at the foundation of security and peace. Order is 
Heaven’s first law, both in the physical and moral 
world, but all order is the result of law. We need 
law to reveal our duty as children of God, as brethren 
Sere a great family, as citizens of the same Com- 

ealth. 

ce ee the first steps in the organization of any 
Ethie oe or political association, is the adoption 

aws lor its government. ‘This is true even of those 
who acknowledge no allegiance to any human goverl- 
ment. Before the establishment of law, and while man 
a eet a savage state, the strong governed the weak, 
ihe idle lived upon the earnings of the industrious, and 
Hatin “Ea were preyed upon by the needy. Then 
he thy aioe of the comforts and elegancies of life ; 
securit a stranger to the blessings of civilization anc 

urity, to all the advantages arising from the arts, 
one industry Having no security in the 
a of his property, he had no inducement to 
Rinisetea: his natural propensity to jindolence, and givé 
lished ¢ 0 persevering labor. Hence laws were estab- 

_to prevent one from encroaching on the property» 
re Taning the liberty, or injuring the person of another- 
jo ste can do even more than protect man in the en- 

Peres rights. ‘They can open facilities for im- 
provement and pusines: d form those compacts by 
which the ye S, and 10 P 

sources of a country can be dev eloped, 
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public works prosecuted, and the general interests of 
the community promoted. 

But to be eflectual, laws must be something more than 
advisory ; they must be clothed with a power sufficient 
to enforce their demands. The law prohibiting theft 
would be of no avail without a prison in which to pun- 
ish its violater. The law prohibiting murder would be 
a dead letter without a fearful judgment to overtake 
the offender. The law must in all cases have a force 
superior to the power arrayed against it, or its enemies 
will trample it in the dust. For instance— suppose 
the late license law had more opposers than friends ; 
and that its enemies were determined to resist it to the 
full extent of their power. They could then obstruct 
every civil process against its transeressors, and render 
it altogether inefficient. 

Thus, unless government has a physical force superior 
to all that it has to encounter, it cannot sustain itself, 
execute its penalties, or promise security to its subjects. 
The life of our brethren, sons, daughters, and wives 
rests upon law. Destroy this, or what is the same, 
take away its means of defending itself and_ resisting 
opposition, and there is no security for life, liberty or 
property ; our churches, schools and seminaries of learn- 
ing, which now stand in safety, would be razed to the 
ground ; our quiet and holy Sabbaths would be con- 
verted into days of horror and violence ; our various 
eflorts for elevating and improving society would all be 
defeated ; and misrule, cruelty and sin would take 
the place of the order, kindness and virtue which now 
prevail in our land. 

This leads me to ask secondly —By what means 
can laws be enforced in the most effectual and least 
expensive manner ? , 

This question has been variously answered. Some 
say, —‘* Place your arms and military stores in public 
arsenals, and you will be secure without any militia.”’ 
Others say, —‘* Create a standing army, and you will 
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have asure defence against all physical dangers.’’ The 
inefficiency of these, as means of defence, has been often 
discussed before this company, and it is unnecessary 
that I should occupy your time in repeating what a 
been so well said, or in attempting to offer: age 
new respecting them. I may, however, give you | ne 
language of Lafayette, while standing on the i ta 
Memorable battle-ground of Lexington, ‘who said, tha 
to disband the militia, and place our military stor eat 
arsenals, would not only leave us insecure, but prov eH 
oth insurrections and invasions.* I may also pre = 
anguage of Madison, who said— ‘‘ It is certain ne 
‘berty cannot be safe with powerful, standing armie , 
and, that without an effective militia, the danger ° 
Ge armies cannot be precluded.” i 
All history proves that mercenary forces cannot | 
Aes with safety. When Cresus, in ostentation dis- 
Played his gold, as though regarding it as the sinews 0 
hae Polen replied, — “ Sir, if any other come that 
oes iron than you, he will be master of all this 
oe ‘ 0 reliance then, can safely be placed except 
aa mus people; upon those whose fortune, liberty 
en © are identified with the energy and success 0: 
ment, 
ou ol — others think that laws can be enforced ant 
morape® defended without recourse to arms, tha 
Bretehpaeee” can do the work. Very many at the 
proof fe are indulging in this pleasing dream. 40 
ated aes! they refer to the Loochoo Islands, situ- 
‘ohare bas neighborhood of the Chinese sea, whose 
but ants are ignorant of arms and the arts of war ; 
Who nevertheless live in peace among themselves 
Ma with others. We have fice referred also to San 
a a little republic within the limits of Italy, 
aia has existed for thirteen hundred years, and which 
utter! oe secure, unharmed, and unassaulted, though 
Y defenceless, while « Italy itself has again and 


«Ss . J 
See B. Whitman’s discourse, preached June, 1829, p. 10. 
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again been visited with mighty armies and covered 
with blood; crowns have been rent and dynasties crum- 
bled; republics too, proud in their military strength, 
have been swept away from the face of the earth.’’* 

But these are no proof of the inutility of a military 
force. ‘These places have been deemed unworthy an 
expedition against them ; they have been too inconsid- 
erable to promise any reward of glory to the military 
chieftain, or of wealth to the lover of gain. Their 
insignificance has been their security ; they have been 

forgotten, passed by, in the struggles between the 
mighty nations of the earth. 

Iam far from being disposed to think meanly of man, 
to regard him merely as a wild beast which is only safe 
in chains. But I have yet to learn that ambition, ava- 
rice, love of conquest and dominion have a conscience. 
The thief does not refuse to enter the dwelling which 
he finds unlocked. The highwayman does not retumn 
the purse which is delivered to him without resistance. 
Neither would the lover of power and dominion and 
military glory, leave a nation unmolested, because it 
would make no resistance of wrong. Jesus returned 
plessing for cursing, love for hatred; and yet he was 
crucified. The Apostles were clothed in the garments 
of peace; yet these did not protect them from the 
violence and cruelty of their enemies. 

It will avail nothing to point to the colony of Penn, 
which ever remained at peace with the savage tribes ; 
for having by his policy secured their friendship, and 
being scrupulously exact in the fulfilment of all his en- 
gagements with them, his colony continued to enjoy 
their confidence and love. But if they had imagined 
any wrong, instead of continuing to hold “forth the 
wampum of pacification, and smoke with their Quaker 
brethren the calumet of love,”’ they would have indig- 
nantly involved them in ruin. I know we have been 
told of the Indian chief, who said, when asked why he 


* See Upham on War, p. 205 
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did not attack and injure the Shakers —‘* We warriors 
meddle with a peaceable people ! That people we know 
will not fight ! It would be a disgrace to our nation to 
hurt such a people.” But what does this prove — that 
the Indian would not revenge to the wétermost a wrong 
which he has suffered from a man of peace ? 

Here then, in these revengeful feelings of the heart, 
to say nothing of the pride and ambition which have 
driven the « plough-share of devastation through the 
world, erected thrones over the graves of slaughtered 
nations, decorated their palaces with trophies dyed in 
blood,”” we see an indispensable necessity for a mili- 
tary preparation, as a shield against the violence an 
outrage of the infuriated. There can be no security 
to apeople which has laid aside all means of physical 
defence ; for law without force is powerless and val- 
uelegs. 

If you doubt this, turn to the Bible — God is a God 
hea and yet he smites with the iron edge of judg- 
of ut every violater of his law. Jesus was a Prince 

peace ; and yet we see him sending destruction upo”” 
@ nation of his enemies. The gospel is a gospel 0 
ioe a and yet it threatens every transgressor with a 

ali har adequate punishment. A law without a . 
Great L What portion of the Bible is it found ? T - 
the natu egislator of heaven and earth knows too W : , 
its eliffrem rch ee give a law without providing for 
or the y See “* He that doeth wrong shall eis 
warning: Tong which he hath done,’’ is God’s constant 
his chos voice to man. Not only so— He commande 
he en Sen people to be prepared for a defence against 
chia mes that surrounded them, and to teach their 
ren the use of the bow. 


this ane a sermon in my possession, preached before 
gives ny in the year 1675,* in which the author 


0 
ur reasons why God gave these commands to 


* A new editi 
and Bouts caution of this Sermon has recently been published by the Ancient 
rable Artillery Company. 
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the people of Israel. They are as follows : -First, — 
God hath appointed this as a means of defending and 
working deliverance to his people. Second, — The 
safety and preservation of men’s lives and liberties de- 
pend upon experienced soldiers. Third, — Skill is one 
of the greatest helps to victory. Fourth, — Ignorance 
and want of experience in the military art, invite an 
enemy to invade a people. The question will here 
naturally arise, why this method should have been 
chosen by the all-wise Jehovah, if defensive war is in- 
consistent with human duty, and if the nation clothed 
only with peace, has a better security, than if furnished 
with the means of physical defence ? 

But I shall be told the New Testament contains a 
different doctrine from the Old Testament ; that Jesus 
says— Resist not evil. True; but does this mean 
that we should stand still and be hewn down like trees 
of the forest ; that we should not hold back the arm 
raised in vengeance against human life; that we should 
not chain the incendiary who would burn our dwellings ; 
that we should not rise up against the army marching 
to lay our country in ruin, and rob us of our brethren, 
sons, daughters and wives 2 Ifso, why did the Savior 
resist evil 2 Why send that fearful judgment which 
buried Jerusalem in ashes, and caused the sun of Ju- 
dah’s prosperity to go down in blood ?_ Why too, was 
an army employed to be the executioners of his terri- 
ble vengeance ? And why does the Apostle denounce 
ceyyrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil ee 

I have no belief in a doctrine which is altogether 
impracticable ; which would expose a nation to invasions 
and insurrections without giving it any means of defence ; 
which divests government of power to compel, and thus 
destroys it. Jesus was the friend of government, and 
therefore, would not teach a doctrine which would 
effect its overthrow ; he was the friend of right, and 
therefore, would saa the use of proper means 
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to secure ‘it. Consequently the command, pee 
evil, could not have been intended for general Pa first 
tion; but must have had particular reference tot ” : me 
heralds of the cross, to whom it was addressed. -. basi 
lived in an age of vindictive bitterness, when _ * oss 
arm of the law was controlled by the enemies of t vaifing ‘ 
pel. Resistance in them would have been — ral 
their only security was in peace, and that a aga e 
aid which their Master would give. I herefore, o eae 
“ Resist not evil, I will be your defence, iw wee he 
you from the hands of the enemy. I will paten ing: 
heart of the lion, and tame the ferocity of the nuia 
trust in me—take no thought for the morrow 3 Pr oeed 
yourselves with neither scrip nor purse, for Iw ill tee, 
and clothe, and protect you.” “ofl 
In this command, we see why the Savior quietly 
submitted to all the indignities heaped upon him; Te- 
sistance without recourse to supernatural aid would 
have been unavailing ; he chose, therefore, to teach, 
and let his sublime religion work its changes and wept 
lutions in the earth; he chose to suffer, and thus seo 
lls testimony with his own blood, and give an example 
which should clothe his religion with almighty enersy> 
and render it the most purifying and elevating of any- 
thing which could be given to man. But in all this 
ay 'S nothing which forbids a resistance of wrong 
pe ordinary circumstances, and when our dimes, a 
Tes and fortunes are endangered. If there be, th 
life of the Savior, and the moral government of Go 
are at variance; for while one teaches a tame sub- 
mission to all wrong, the other teaches a resistance © 
wrong, 
bo I told the uniform language of the Gospel to all 
«1? Under all circumstances, is, «Be not overcome 0 
evil, but overcome evil with good ;” I answer, that is 
perfectly Consistent with self-defence, with physical re- 
sistance of Wrong. ‘The disposition of all men should 
be peaceful ; kindness should be returned for unkind- 
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ness, and blessing for cursing ; never should we resort 
to measures of resistance, till all others have failed, till 
compelled to choose between two evils. W ar is an 
evil; physical resistance of every kind isan evil ; pris- 
ons are an evil; the judgements of a righteous God are 
an evil; but these are all necessary evils, and must be 
perpetuated till every heart is brought under the benign 
and holy influence of the Gospel of peace and love. 
While, therefore, we shouldbe prepared to resist inva- 
sions and insurrections, we should manifest, on all ocea- 
sions, the sacred principles of the Gospel. These will 
draw around us warm and devoted friends, and turn 
away the wrath and ill-feelings which may be engender- 
ed against us. ‘I'he nation which acts upon these prin- 
ciples will be respected by all other nations. | I can ap- 
seal here to the policy of our own country in justification 
of this, for since the acknowledgement of our indepen- 
dence by England, it has been essentially, and in a very 
arked degree, pacilic. Our rulers have been lovers 
aay e and they have ‘based their expectations of 
of peace 2 their external policy, not so much upon mili- 
succes vie as upon the just and equitable principles 
tary phe have endeavored to infuse into that policy.” 
which ad be the last to deny the power of the pacific 
1 ae of the Gospel. TI own, and rejoice to own, 
og re is an energy in love, which nothing on earth 
that t ne! 1 in softening and subduing the human heart. 
can a ted this as the great means of bringing back 
God aon a wayward world; as the only means by 
to hime? could wain access to the heart, and make it 
which 56 is with his eternal law. He wears no 
beat in “ prow, he appears in no fiery tempest, but 
terror on ! self in the garments of mercy, ‘* manifests 
clothes on the longings of a bereaved parent ; and even 
towards ‘imseld to a suppliant in the cause of our re- 
howe sends a Gospel of peace into the world, and 
i his messengers bear throughout all its habitations, 
ye tidings of his good will to the children of men.’? 


— 
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History abounds with innumerable touching incidents 
showing the power of love. When Saul, with an armed 
force, was seeking the life of his son David, he entered 
a cave, where David was secreted with his men, and 
laid himself down to sleep. Here he was entirely in 
the hands of David, who commanded his men to leave 
him unharmed ; and after cutting off the skirt of Saul’s 
robe, that he might know the situation in which he had 
been placed, David with his men retired in peace from 
the cave. David then explained to Saul how he had 
been situated, and how in kindness he had spared him, 
though Saul was hunting his soul to take it. This 
touched the father’s heart, and caused his vindictive 
arm to fall nerveless by his side, and in all the tender- 
ness of love to exclaim—<« Is this thy voice my gon 
David ? And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. And 
he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I ; for 
thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded 
ites, ye ti pe Jaita thee for that thou hast 

me this day,’’ y 7 
liar power of indus, Th agama’ as 

In the Savior we have the most full an : = 
ifestation of the pacific nature of the fon ee 
world has ever witnessed ; and it would Seeii that no 
heart could be so hard as to be unmoved by it. See 
him when going to the mount of crucifixion, bleedi 

rr ig a > 
with the wounds inflicted by the scourgine eer 
ceived. Behold him stretch d " cae | Sn ans al 
ae €d upon the cross, suffering 
the excruciating torture caused by crucifixion, Listen 
to the jeers and insults of marble-hearted priests and 


an exasperated people. But see! I ° 
i i ton - 
is upon his brow; no wor 0 cloud of wrath 


ds of vengeance drop from 

his lips, —he loves, pities and ngeance drop fi 
. or, 
derers, and in tones of his Sives even his mur 


‘i own tendernes lls on 
Heaven for their pardon, sa s, he call 


ing, ** Fy oe 
for they know not what they | aaa forgive them, 


In this example, there is a mj : 
ight, which has triumph- 
ed over thousands and thousands, and which is caine 
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to sweep on through the world, until the Lamb and 
Lion shall lay down together ; until swords shall be 
beaten into plough-shares and spears into pruning hooks, 
and the nations learn war no more. I would have 
this example held up to the warrior thirsting for blood, 
that he might have an idea of true greatness, and bow 
down in reverence before the innocent victim of Cal- 
vary; that he might see that there isa glory greater 
than that of the military chieftain, and which shall shine 
with undiminished lustre, when thrones have crumbled, 
diadems faded, and conquerors are forgotten forever ! 

I rejoice that men are beginning to realize the power 
and majesty of love, and the necessity of bringing it to 
bear on every department of society, especially on the 
measures adopted to reform the vicious and elevate 
the degraded. Let the Gospel be preached ; Jet its 
pacific spirit be breathed upon the nations ; let its un- 
dying “love for the guilty’? be written as in letters of 
gold upon the heavens ; let its bright examples of kind- 
ness be proclaimed from sea to sea; let the kingdom 
of Jesus be extended and built up; for wherever his 
name is owned, and his principles are adopted, there 
will be no intended aggressions or wrongs, No unholy 
thirst for power, or unsanctified love of gain. 

It is this religion, not the sword, that shall tame the 
restless spirit of man. It is this, not military array, 
that shall make us feel that we are all equal, and 
regard with utter indifference those distinctions which 
wealth and fashion have made in society. It is this, 
not the glory of military achievements, that shall 
breathe an ennobling spirit into the nations of the 
earth,and lift them above their vices and follies. It is 
this, not titles, that shall implant within the soul those 
independent principles which shall cause us to feel and 
act like the free children of God. It is this, not the 
glitter of arms, that shall bind us to the laws of our 
country and God, and make us fear to do wrong. 
This must lead the way in the cause of all reform ; 
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if this were abolished, they would be instantly ended 
forever. 

Tt has been computed that a war with England 
would cost annually one hundred and fifty millions of 
dollars ; that it might continue ten years; but if only 
five, its entire expense would amount to seven hundred 
and fifty millions of dollars. It has also been estimated, 
that the incidental destruction of property would. be 
equal to the direct expense ; and the question has been 
asked, whether economy and patriotism would demand 
this vast expenditure to gain a territory worth only 
about one million? But before this question is an- 
swered, we must look at the consequence of tamely 
yielding up a territory which is known to be justly 
ours; we must consider how England might keep in- 
creasing her demands till onr whole country were 
brought under her control. Suppose it known throngh- 
out the world, that America denied the right of defen- 
sive war, and that she had abolished forever all means 
of national defence, would she not at once become the 
prey of those nations, eager for conquest, dominion and 
wealth ? Would not her ships, which are now floating 
in safety upon almost every water of the globe, be seiz- 
ed by the avaricious, their men butchered or doomed 
to slavery ? Do you say, all this would not be done 
without a pretext ? T reply, a pretext would not be 
wanting for a single year. Look at the late insurrec- 
tion in Canada: Who does not know that the assistance 
rendered by our citizens, would long since have been 
revenged by those living upon the line, if it could have 
been done with safety?  Pretext! How easily is a 
nation roused to anger, when it has to contend with a 
power equal to itself? What then would be the case 
when it might redress its wrongs without opposition ? 


this must be the guide and counsellor of the patriot and 
statesman ; this must roll back the tide which is coming 
in against justice, virtue and the general good ; this 
must create that public sentiment which is essential to 
the energy and perpetuity of a free government; this 
must save from these vices which will reduce to ruin 
the mightiest and richest nation of earth. 

In saying, therefore, that physical force is necessary, 
that it isa shield, which in the present state of society a 
christian nation must wear, I detract nothing from the 
power, and glory, and value of the Gospel ; I still 
cling to this, as the life and salvation of our country ; 
I only call upon government to chain the infuriated till 
their passions can subside, and to stay the army march- 
ing to lay waste our cities, rob us of our liberty, or 
destroy our brethren and friends. ‘lake away this 
Gospel, and our republican government, however great 
might be its physical force, and however numerous its 
sources of wealth, would ‘ go down by its own Weight. 
and the beast of tyranny with its seven heads and ten 
horns would come up out of the troubled waters.? 
Let ministers, parents and legislators think of this. 
Let soldiers think of this, and see to it, that their 

names are enrolled with those who have put on the 
armor of Christ. 

_ Military force is merely a barrier built up against an 

invading foe, an arm by which government can subdue 

msurrections and enforce its demands. I lament its 

necessity as greatly as any can. I am fully sensible of 
the terrible evils produced by war. I know its ‘* waste 

of property, its havoc of human life, its desolation of 
whole empires, its baneful influence on agriculture, 

commerce and manufactures ; on the arts and sciences, 

on liberty and learning, on morals and religion, on the 


happiness of individuals and the prosperity of nations.” 
ut T cannot join in the ery of those declaimers, who 
charge all these evils upon the militia, and who think 


The question, therefore, is not whether seven hundred 
and fitty millions shall be expended to defend one mil- 
lion; but whether it shall be expended to defend our 
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country, to protect our commerce, to preserve our rights, 
to perpetuate our liberty, to guard our lives ? 

But admit that abolishing all means of defence would 
be regarded as such a noble, christian act, as forever to 
render us secure against invasions, the question arises, 
whether we should be secure against insurrections ? 
To answer this, come and view the South, with its 
three millions of slaves, ignorant and degraded, brutal 
and revengeful. Again and again have they attempted 
to rise, butcher their masters and lay waste their dwel- 
lings. Often extensive and deeply laid plans have 
been discovered, which in a few days would have car- 
ried death to hundreds and perhaps thousands, Now 
lay aside arms, abolish all means of defence, and before 
the-return of another summer, the whole South might 
be laid waste. Insurrection after insurrection Might 
occur, till not a white man should survive the wrat} 
of the oppressed and injured African. : 

Turn to the West, where roams the relentle. 
age, whose bosom is heaving with anger, and burnine 
with indignation against the pale faces that have driven 
him from his home, from the graves of his fathers fron 
his own loved mountains, valleys and rivers, He feels 
that he has been wronged, and that we intend to teres 
him back, and back, till he shall be lost in the waters 
that wash our western shores, till his race has become 


extinct under the withering arm of persecution, and not 


one be left to tell the story of the red man’s wrongs, or 
recount his noble and heroic deeds. N ow let hin but 
know that our arms have been laid aside, that he can 
redress his wrongs unresisted, and he would rest not 
till every City and Village was reduced to ashes, till 
our whole people had been swept away by the fury of 
his wrath ; till he had regained his hunting ground 
and rekindled upon it his coungj] fires. : 
Again, —not a year passes but what serious riots 
occur in our country. All our principal cities have 
been disgraced by them. In very many cases, they 


ss Say- 
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have been characterized by that order, strength and 
violence, which have made the stoutest hearts quail, 
and the pillars of the constituted authorities tremble. 
Deaf to the voice of entreaty, religion and civil justice, 
mobs have gone forward trampling with contempt upon 
all law, laying waste property and even shedding human 
blood, to gain their end and avenge their wrongs. Vio- 
lent, rash and headstrong, nothing has been found that 
could arrest their progress but the militia. Look at 
the Broad Street Riot,* which was stayed only by the 
appearance of the militia. Look at the Bank Riot in 
Baltimore,} which might have been crushed in the be- 
ginning had the militia been called out. Read the his- 
tory of our country, and you will find numerous cases 
in which the militia has been the safety of the people, 
the Suardian of law, the wall behind which justice and 
virtue have entrenched themselves. p 
Th 1782 an attempt was made to release the ring- 

leaders of a mob who had been confined in Springfield, 
this State. §o strong and determined were the riotous 
party that from tivelve to fifteen hundred were obliged 
to be marched out for the protection of the prison. 
= oth parties met in the field, and nothing but a de- 
cited superiority of numbers and character on the part 
of S0vernment prevented bloodshed and the eee 
ment of a civil war. The rioters were surrounded, 
and then permitted to return to their several eee 
Massachusetts was for many years the theatre 0 SS arms 
Ing riotous movements made against the Courts 0} ores 
mon Pleas; the Courts of the General Sessions of the 
Peace ; to some supposed inconveniences 1n the mode 
of holding the Courts of Probate, and the sitting ot the 
Supreme Judicial Court. In August about fifteen 
hundred insureents assembled under arms at North- 
ampton, *toole possession of the Court House, and 
eflectually prevented the sitting of the courts aforemen- 

* This occurred June, 1837. + This occurred in the summer of 1884. 
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tioned at that place as prescribed by law.’’ ‘* On the 
succeeding week, the Courts of Common Pleas and 
General Sessions of the Peace, being by law to be 
holden at Worcester, a body of insurgents to the num- 
ber of three hundred and upwards, posted themselves 
at the Court House in that place. The Judges were 
admitted to the door, where a line of bayonets prevent- 
ed their entrance. The chief justice remonstrated with 
the rioters, on the madness of their conduct ; but the 
court were obliged to retire to an adjacent house, where 
they opened agreeably to law, and adjourned to the 
next morning. The violence of the mob, however. 
soon obliged the Court of Common Pleas to adjourn 
without day, and the Court of Sessions to adjourn to 
the 21st of November following.’’* 

Every peaceful measure which could be devised wa 
adopted to satisfy the rioters, and subdue their xn @ 
perated feelings. The constituted authorities dea 


; : pl 
with the insurgents to submit to the laws ; fia i 
ised a redress of their supposed grievances 3 and they 


obtained such alterations in the laws as they thought 


would be satisfactory. But all this seemed to strengthen 
and increase the opposition ; 


n; and experience at length 
forced government to call into the field a sufficient num- 


ber of ‘troops to maintain the law a ish its vio- 
laters, so that safety was found only ape ti “Te 
would be the same now without amilitary force “The 
Court that should attempt to enforce an unpopular law 
or to punish a man for whom there was a strone sym- 
pathy would find its enactments violently resisted. 
How many criminals would be rescued from the hands 
of justice were it not for physical force ; how few could 
be executed were it not for this, 

‘The question therefore is— Shall the laws be sus- 
tained, or shall we commit our lives, liberties and for- 
tunes to the hand of an enraged mob ? shall we appeal 
to courts of justice for the defence of our rights, or 


* Minot’s History, pp. 88, 39, 
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to the mob ? shall truth and equity prevail, or passion 
and misrule ? If the former, then the Militia must be 
sustained, for it is the only means by which a riot can be 
quelled, by which the pillars of government can be secur- 
ed, by which we can be safe in the possession of our 
rights and privileges. It was wise therefore, in our fa- 
thers to make the arrangements they did for the secu- 
rity of the country. They were trained in a school 
which taught them the indispensable necessity of a 
militia ; and in incorporating it into the constitution, 
In making it the perpetual guardian of peace and order, 
they were governed by a wise policy, and which a 
long ©Xperience had fully convinced them was eae 
heir object was not war, but justice and right. ««'T tl 
Were pious, brave and enterprising, surrounded by wi 
and savage tribes, who were jealous and treacherous ; 
they were obliged to be on the alert, and while ee 
sanctified the cause, necessity nerved the arm to de in 
eu country.’ “They deserved the character of being 
Shining ornaments in the church as well as the strong- 
€st bulwark of civil society ; they were noble ieee 
Ces of sublime piety and martial accomplishments: t ney 
Were equally qualified to adorn the chureh peegees 
emplary virtue, and defend it by their valor. ne 
desire Was not to distinguish themselves ae ‘aa 
field of battle, but to maintain the ag We stay 
and to guard the interests of their “hich a foreign poet 
apply to them all the language in we 8 
has suug of the immortal Washington ° 


ae 
7 lied or ye die, 
“* War, war to the knife; be enthra 


Was the echo that waked in the land A the ery 
But it was not their voice that pone i » 

n nd; 
Nor their madness that kindled oe 4 t their foes 
They raised not their ar™S, they defied no ’ 
While a leaf of the olive re jrit arose 
"Till goaded with insult, their sp! : s 
Tike a long baited lion unchained. 


ined, 


* See History of the “Ancient and Honorable, pp. 6, 7. 
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They struck with firm courage the blow of the brave, 
But sighed o’er the carnage that spread, 

They indignantly trampled the yoke of the slave, 

But wept for the thousands that bled. 

Though they threw back the fetters and headed the strife 
*Till man’s charter was fairly restored, , 
Yet they prayed for the moment when freedom and life 
Would no longer be pressed by the sword”? 


T am a lover of peace, and I cordially sympathise 
with every measure which is calculated to brine the 
horrors of war toanend. But this can be accomplish- 
ed no faster than the heart is rectified ; and thetetore 
to abolish our means of defence before the peaceful 
principles of the Gospel have gained their hold a u 
the people, is unchaining the tiger before he js famed. 
Were not the fathers then, laboring for an end Worthy 
the christian patriot, when they buckled on the ar ry 
to defend themselves against a savage foe, and afo rmor 
enemy ? Does the Gospel forbid that we showia frig 
for our brethren, sons, daughters and wives? Aye at 
all in the path of duty, who march forth to coger isa. 
sion and quella riot? I rejoice in every inne oh af 
peace, and trust that it will Bag 


finally extend fy 
rising of the sun to the going ee —— rom the 


. n ; 
to suppose that it can be gained by giving cee 
and anarchy the reign is altogether chimerical. The 


benevolence of those who oppose all physical force auger: 
well for the times ; it indicates that the reign of icreee 
and that the peacefi eni 
Gospel is exerting its mighty a ges sad My 
wish them not less benevolence, but more philosoy hy 
I have no sympathy with the doctrine which’ de. 
nounces our revolution as a curse; our heroic fathers 
as blood-stained criminals; and their patriotism as re- 
bellion against God. Neither can I join in the er 
against the nodding plume and the modest costume of 
the soldier, or respond to the sentiment, which declares 
tem as improper as it would be to ‘* deck a gallows 


8 


i 
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or to make a stage for dancing beneath a scaffold.” 
‘True, I love republican simplicity ; but who does not 
know the impossibility of divesting everything of all 
that strict necessity does not require ? Religion her- 
self has her magnificent temples, her decorated altars, 
and her scientific chantings ; she falls in with the times, 
in the provisions of her worship. I will not attempt 
to defend everything connected with the militia ; there 
has been much that I disapprove ; and it would. be 
strange indeed if in a world like this, it were altogether 
perfect. But instead of seeking its destruction, let us 
seek its im provement, that we may give it greater eth- 
ciency, and render it a more sure defence of our coun- 
try ; “for it is the strong tower of a nation’s rights, and 
the bulwark behind which we can rest in safety. - 
et us remember the many important services it has 
qed our country ; and especially the service ren- 
mae in achieving our national independence. To the 
wuitia, under the care of Providence, we owe our 
reedom.—TIt was the Militia that fought our battles, 
efended our rights, and carried into effect the great 
Principles which had been demonstrated in the halls of 
gislation, and embodied in the Declaration of Inde- 
Pendence. Pyeedom! a nation’s freedom ! Who does 
Not regard it as a great and glorious boon ? In how 
many thousands of hearts is it cherished as the greatest 
of Ferthly blessings! What Americo® ae pid not 
€Sire to see it spread from land to land, au ee 
clime, till a world shall be free ? Who does ot rijoice 
to Witness the manner in which the aeons our 
reedom is observed, and listen to the eae ce} Joy and 
thanksgiving. as Re rise from the hearts of a gr ateful 
e eae oe ee he Militia by which this 
People 2 Why then oppose t pee 
invaluable blessing was obtained ; “aie ee y when 
it is indispensable to its security § I say therefore, 
again, let us not seek to cripple a oe desing but to 
strengthen and improve it; let us invoke the aid of our 
Legislative bodies, that it may take the rank its import- 
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ance demands ; let us enlist in its behalf the sympa- 
thies of our whole people ; for without it, government 
has no efficient force; freedom no sure defence ; 
and the ark of the covenant no safety. 


Gentlemen of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company: This is your two hundred and first anni- 
versary! What a variety of thoughts does this force 
upon the mind. As we turn to the past, we think of 
the changes which this Company has witnessed. _ It 
has seen an almost boundless wilderness converted into 
verdant fields, flourishing towns, and thronged cities. 
It has beheld a civilized christian nation rise into being, 
and take the place of the wild untutored sons of the 
forest, who have faded from its sight. It has marked 
the growth of one institution after. another, till our 
whole country is blessed with those which are Wise 
beneficient and free. It has followed to the grave gen. 
eration after generation of its firm and patriotic mem- 
bers, and wept over the fall of pillar after pillar. 

But our minds will not rest upon the past — the 
turn unbidden to the future, and ask, What is this 
Company destined to witness? Shall it continue for 
century after century, to hold its annual festival of 
prayer and praise ? Shall it survive to see this country 
rise to the zenith of its glory, and rival in its lofty col- 
umns, its ‘‘ splendid temples and breathing statues,” 
the old world in the height of its splendor and great- 
ness ? Shall it be priviliged with beholding what pro- 
phetic patriots predicted, the spread of liberty through 
every clime and country, and hear the song of freedom 
rising from the thousands of our race? Shall it live 
on amidst the changes of time, the rise and fall of 
empires, the growth and decay of civil and literary 
institutions, the alternate reign of virtue and vice, 
inflexible in jts principles, firm in its devotion to peace, 
and true to the interests of our country ? It depends 
upon you, Gentlemen, and those who come after you, to 


’ 


d 
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say whether such shall be the case. If this Company 
shall always be composed of men, as true to the cause 
of freedom and religion, as those who have constituted 
it heretofore ; if its members shall always breathe the 
spirit and act upon the principles of those illustrious 
men by whom it was oreanized ; if it shall ever remain 
the Uncompromisine se of tyranny and anarchy, and 
the “Uflinchine friend of liberty and virtue, it will 
stand secure “unaffected by the changes of time, the 
it of the op ressed and the safety of the weak, 
€eding the flame of libert and aiding its march through 
the earth enti eae Pri t the spirit of the 
fatl - TI rejoice to believe that Pp 1 
= 1ers Now animates your bosoms, and that the mantle 
which they wore has fallen upon the sons. eel pela 
bet to be faithful, to transmit the boon you Baba 
“iy down to the generations that will occupy J in 
Fee When, like your fathers, you are mouldering 
he darkness of the grave. _ 


ORFLICHLS OF 1888. 


Masor LOUIS DENNIS, Captain. 


Coroner. HENRY K. OLIVER, (Salem,) Ist Lieutenant. 
Masor JOB TABOR, 2d Lieutenant, 


Licur. NEWELL A. THOMPSON, Adjutant, 


— 


EST SION 
Carrais CHARLES A. MACOMBER, Cuptain. 
Coroner WILLIAM MITCHELL, 1se Lieutenant. 
Lieut. ISAAC CAREY, 2d Lieutenant. 
Mason SAMUEL A. ALLEN, Adjutant. 


Ata meeting of the Company, June 3d, 1839, it was Voted :— 


That the Clerk present a copy of the Discourse, 


when published, to 
each Brigadier General in the Militia of the St 


ate. 
From the Records, 


G. H. WHITMAN, Clerk. 


